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Welcome to AP Literature and ENC 1102 – two of the most challenging English courses offered at Mosley High
School. This  summer’s reading requirement is to read two dystopian novels. Everyone will read 1984 by
George Orwell and one of the following dystopian novels:

A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess
Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood
Little Brother by Cory Doctorow
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro
Oryx and Crake by Margaret Atwood
The Resisters by Gish Jen
The Road by Cormac McCarthy
Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut
Station 11 by Emily St. John Mandel
We by Yevgeny Zamyatin

Among the seminal texts of the 20th century, Nineteen Eighty-Four is a rare work that grows

more haunting as its futuristic purgatory becomes more real. Published in 1949, the book

offers political satirist George Orwell's nightmare vision of a totalitarian, bureaucratic world

and one poor stiff's attempt to find individuality. The brilliance of the novel is Orwell's

prescience of modern life--the ubiquity of television, the distortion of the language--and his

ability to construct such a thorough version of hell. Required reading for students since it was

published, it ranks among the most terrifying novels ever written. (Amazon.com book review).

ASSIGNMENT:

1. From 1984 choose FIVE quotations in which the author makes predictions about the future that have become reality
in 2020. The quotations need to represent predictions from the beginning, middle, and end of the book. The quotes
can be one sentence to a full paragraph in length. Be sure to copy the entire quote.

2. Then choose FIVE quotations in which the author makes predictions about the future that have NOT become
reality in 2020. The quotations need to represent predictions from the beginning, middle, and end of the book. The
quotes can be one sentence to a full paragraph in length.

3. After each quote (please type the quote in italics), write one well-developed paragraph (min. 100-200 words)
explaining how the chosen quotation compares/contrasts with today’s reality (so, 10 paragraphs in all). Use specific
examples from both the book and modern life. Demonstrate your understanding of how to write a well-developed
paragraph: include a topic sentence, on-topic supportive details/explanations, and a conclusion.

4. Read a second dystopian novel of your choice from the list above. It will be to your advantage to read the
second book this summer as you will have a project associated with your second novel first quarter.


