
English II Honors   

   Summer Reading 
 

The MHS Language Arts Department welcomes you to your sophomore year!  In order to be prepared for the beginning of 
the school year, you are expected to read Alas Babylon, by Pat Frank prior to the first day of school. Otherwise, you will have to 
complete the reading outside of class within the first two weeks of school, in addition to work done in class.  You are strongly 
encouraged to complete the reading and assignment this summer so that you don’t get behind at the beginning of the year. We 
will use what you learn from this book and the work you do with it to complete several summative assignments at the 
beginning of the year.  The assignment, if completed over the summer and turned in by the 3rd day of school, can be 
used on the summative exam.  If you have questions concerning summer reading, please feel free to email either Mrs. 
Harless at harlejl@bay.k12.fl.us or Mrs. Czupryk at czuprsc@bay.k12.fl.us.   
 

 

                       Alas Babylon, Pat Frank  
     

 
 

Alas, Babylon Project 2021 
After you read the novel, you need to choose ONE Category A activity and ONE Category B activity to 
complete for your summer reading project. Follow the directions specified below. Make sure to write 
using complete sentences. These activities are due the third day of school.  
 

Category A – Illustration (Choose 1) 

1. Create a blueprint for Randy’s house and property in Fort Repose. Add at least 6 specific details discussed from the 

setting. Write a paragraph (5-8 sentences) explaining why Randy’s house was important to the novel.  

2. Creatively illustrate your favorite scene of Alas, Babylon. Write a paragraph (5-8 sentences), including at least two 

quotes from this scene, that explains why this moment is so significant.  

3. Design a book jacket with the characters, setting, and theme of Alas, Babylon. You cannot just copy the cover art that 

already exists. On the inside of the cover, write a paragraph (5-8 sentences) that explains your artistic choices.  

5. Create a comic strip with at least 6 major events from Alas, Babylon. This needs to be colored and dialogue should be 

included. Write a paragraph (5-8 sentences) explaining the events you chose and why you chose them.  

 
 

Alas, Babylon is a 1959 novel by American writer Pat Frank. It was one of the first 

apocalyptic novels of the nuclear age and has remained popular more than half century 

after it was first published, consistently ranking in Amazon.com's Top 20 Science 

Fiction Short Stories list. The novel deals with the effects of a nuclear war on the 

fictional small town of Fort Repose, Florida, which is based upon the actual city of 

Mount Dora, Florida. The novel's title is derived from the Book of Revelation: "Alas, 

alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! For in one hour is thy judgment come."  

A full version of this classic text can be found online at 

https://www.edparton.com/!!cc/alas-babylon.pdf   

 

*If you have difficulty obtaining a copy of the story, email one of the above teachers. 

mailto:harlejl@bay.k12.fl.us
mailto:czuprsc@bay.k12.fl.us
https://www.edparton.com/!!cc/alas-babylon.pdf


Category B – Written Expression (Choose 1) 

1. Create a timeline using events from the story. You must include at least 10 events on your list with page numbers for 

each event, as well as a short summary. Why are these moments in the book significant? Be sure to explain why you 

selected these scenes to highlight out of all the possible options.  

2. Write 10 interview questions for a character in the novel, and write responses for those questions from that 

character’s point of view. Be sure to capture his/her personality as you respond to the questions. Think about how 

he/she would answer the response, not what you would say or do.  

3. Create a playlist for the book. Choose 10 songs that represent different scenes, characters, or themes from the novel. 

Be sure to include in your list the song title (it goes in quotes!), the artist, and an explanation of how that song connects 

to the novel’s main ideas.  

4. Create your own survival pamphlet for a nuclear apocalypse. Your pamphlet needs to include the following in-depth 

sections: The dangers of nuclear fallout (document your sources if you do research!); what to buy in preparation for an 

attack; and how to react / actions to take on “The Day.” Each section should be around 6-8 sentences.  

5. If you were president of a fictional country today that was attacked, how would you respond? What would you say to 

calm the minds and hearts of your citizens? Name your fictional country and create a speech (at least one page) that 

informs your citizens of what happened and how you plan on responding. Look back at Mrs. Vanbrukker-Brown’s speech 

in chapter 6 for some inspiration.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 


