
 

AP Lang, ENC 1101, and AICE General Paper 

 Summer Reading – Mosley H.S. – 2021 

 

Every semester our students are asked to research and investigate an important topic or issue. Students will 

choose an issue from one of six thematic areas – Crime and Punishment, Education and Work, Family and 

Society, Health, The Political Sphere, and Science and Technology. It is hoped that students will choose an 

area of interest that they truly want to learn about.   

This year’s summer reading project asks you to read at least one of the suggested titles on the attached list of 

thematic readings. It is hoped that this reading will help provide you with a firm grounding in an issue or topic 

that you care about and want to learn more about. This is also an opportunity for you to secure your first source 

for the research paper you will write during the semester. 

 

When classes resume in the fall you will be expected to bring in the following: 

 A brief, informal outline of each division of your chosen text (bulleted lists can work well here), being 

sure to note all key and supporting points. (Be sure to note page numbers for any facts, details, or points 

you might later reference) 

 A list of important quotes, with commentary, that will not only help to show the facts, but that will also 

allow you to share a feel for the tone and tenor of your chosen work and its author. (Ten or twenty is a 

good goal) 

 A proposal for a possible research question that you will plan to investigate throughout the semester 

 

Your outline, quotes and commentary, and research question will be due at the end of the second week of 

school.  

 

Again, do try to choose an issue or topic that you truly care about – that you truly want to learn about.  

This is a great opportunity for you to find the answer to a question you have always been curious about. This is 

also a good opportunity for you to bolster your background knowledge and understanding in in a subject area 

that you will be studying in another class during the semester, or in a field that you know you plan to pursue 

when you head to university (and beyond).  

This is a great opportunity to investigate something you want to learn, something that you want to know.  

Be curious – and take advantage of this opportunity. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns you can contact Cindi McGuire (mcguice@bay.k12.fl.us) or Rick 

Sylvester (sylvefr@bay.k12.fl.us). 

 

 

 

  



AP Lang, ENC 1101, and AICE – Thematic Readings – Summer 2021 
 

Crime and Punishment 
 

American Prison: A Reporter's Undercover Journey into the Business of Punishment: by Shane Bauer  

Bauer, an award-winning investigative journalist, goes inside a prion and writes an exposé about his experiences that won 

a National Magazine Award and became the most-read feature in the history of the magazine Mother Jones. 

 

Locking Up Our Own: Crime and Punishment in Black America: by James Forman Jr.  

An examination of the historical roots of contemporary criminal justice in the U.S., based on vast experience and deep 

knowledge of the legal system, and its often-devastating consequences for citizens and communities of color. 

 

Unusually Cruel: Prisons, Punishment, and the Real American Exceptionalism: by Marc Morjé Howard 

The United States incarcerates far more people than any other country in the world, at rates nearly ten times higher than 

other liberal democracies. Indeed, while the U.S. is home to 5 percent of the world's population, it contains nearly 25 

percent of its prisoners. At every stage of the criminal justice process - plea bargaining, sentencing, prison conditions, 

rehabilitation, parole, and societal reentry - the U.S. is harsher and more punitive than other comparable countries.  

 

Education and Work 
 

The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education: 

by Diane Ravitch  

In this landmark book, Ravitch – former assistant secretary of education and a leader in the drive to create a national 

curriculum – examines her career in education reform and repudiates positions that she once staunchly advocated. 

Drawing on over forty years of research and experience, Ravitch critiques today's most popular ideas for restructuring 

schools, including privatization, the Common Core, standardized testing, the replacement of teachers by technology, 

charter schools, and vouchers.  

 

Educated: A Memoir: by Tara Westover 

Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first time she set foot in a classroom. Her 

family was so isolated from mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an education, and no 

one to intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became violent. When another brother got himself into college, Tara 

decided to try a new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, 

to Harvard and to Cambridge University. 

 

The Smartest Kids in the World: And How They Got That Way: by Amanda Ripley  

How do other countries create “smarter” kids? What is it like to be a child in the world’s new education 

superpowers? Ripley “gets well beneath the glossy surfaces of these foreign cultures and manages to make our own 

culture look newly strange....The question is whether the startling perspective provided by this masterly book can also 

generate the will to make changes” (The New York Times Book Review). 

 

Family and Society  
 

Amity and Prosperity: One Family and the Fracturing of America, by Eliza Griswold  

A classic American story, grippingly told, of an Appalachian family struggling to retain its middle class status in the 

shadow of destruction wreaked by corporate fracking. 

 

Evicted: Poverty and Profit in the American City, by Matthew Desmond  

For a deeply researched exposé that showed how mass evictions after the 2008 economic crash were less a consequence 

than a cause of poverty. 

 

Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis: by J. D. Vance 

Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of white working-class Americans. The 

disintegration of this group, a process that has been slowly occurring now for more than forty years, has been reported 

with growing frequency and alarm, but has never before been written about as searingly from the inside. 

 

 

 



Health 
 

Fat Chance: Beating the Odds Against Sugar, Processed Food, Obesity, and Disease:  by Robert H. Lustig  

Lustig is at the forefront of war against sugar — showing us that it's toxic, it's addictive, and it's everywhere because the 

food companies want it to be. In this landmark book, he documents the science and the politics that have led to personal 

misery and public crisis — the pandemic of obesity and chronic disease--over the last thirty years.  

 

The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals: by Michael Pollan   

What should we have for dinner? Ten years ago, Michael Pollan confronted us with this seemingly simple question and, 

with The Omnivore’s Dilemma, his brilliant and eye-opening exploration of our food choices, demonstrated that how we 

answer it today may determine not only our health but our survival as a species. 

 

Salt Sugar Fat: How the Food Giants Hooked Us: by Michael Moss 

Every year, the average American eats thirty-three pounds of cheese and seventy pounds of sugar. Every day, we ingest 

8,500 milligrams of salt, double the recommended amount, almost none of which comes from the shakers on our table. It 

comes from processed food, an industry that hauls in $1 trillion in annual sales. In Salt Sugar Fat, Pulitzer Prize–winning 

investigative reporter Michael Moss shows how we ended up here. 

 

The Way We Eat Now: How the Food Revolution Has Transformed Our Lives, Our Bodies, and Our World: by Bee 

Wilson  

Wilson shows that in two generations the world has undergone a massive shift from traditional, limited diets to more 

globalized ways of eating, from bubble tea to quinoa, from Soylent to meal kits. Paradoxically, our diets are getting 

healthier and less healthy at the same time. We live in a time of unusual herbs, farmers' markets, and internet recipe 

swaps. Yet modern food also kills--diabetes and heart disease are on the rise everywhere on earth. 

 

The Political Sphere 
 

Black Flags: The Rise of ISIS, by Joby Warrick  

A deeply reported book of remarkable clarity showing how the flawed rationale for the Iraq War led to the explosive 

growth of the Islamic State 

 

The Dead Hand: The Untold Story of the Cold War Arms Race and Its Dangerous Legacy, by David E. Hoffman  

A well-documented narrative that examines the terrifying doomsday competition between two superpowers and how 

weapons of mass destruction still imperil humankind. 

 

The Soul of America: The Battle for Our Better Angels: by Jon Meacham 

Our current climate of partisan fury is not new, and in The Soul of America Meacham shows us how what Abraham 

Lincoln called the “better angels of our nature” have repeatedly won the day. While the American story has not always 

been heroic, we have been sustained by a belief in progress even in the gloomiest of times. In this inspiring book, 

Meacham reassures us, “The good news is that we have come through such darkness before”—as, time and again, 

Lincoln’s better angels have found a way to prevail. 

 

Science and Technology 
 

The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History, by Elizabeth Kolbert  

An exploration of nature that forces readers to consider the threat posed by human behavior to a world of astonishing 

diversity. 

 

Climate Change: What Everyone Needs to Know: by Joseph Romm  

The last decade's spate of superstorms, wildfires, heat waves, and droughts has accelerated the public discourse on this 

topic and lent credence to climatologist Lonnie Thomson's 2010 statement that climate change "represents a clear and 

present danger to civilization." This book offers the most up-to-date examination of climate change's foundational science, 

its implications for our future, and the core clean energy solutions.  

 

The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of Cancer, by Siddhartha Mukherjee  

An elegant inquiry, at once clinical and personal, into the long history of an insidious disease that, despite treatment 

breakthroughs, still bedevils medical science. 
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Summer Reading Sample 

No Country for Old Men by Cormac McCarthy* 

OUTLINE 

Part I  

 Sheriff Ed Tom Bell remembers going to the execution of a psychopathic killer. 

 He foreshadows something worse that “might be coming down the pike” (4). 

 Chigurh brutally murders a young deputy and escapes from jail in the deputy’s cruiser. 

 Chigurh pulls an unsuspecting driver over, murders him, and steals his car. 

 While hunting, Moss comes across what must have been a drug deal gone bad 

 Moss tracks down the “last man standing” (15) and finds a satchel full of money. 

 Moss goes home and Carla Jean nags him about where he’s been.  

 Moss gets up in the middle of the night. He tells Carla Jean he is “fixin to go do something dummern 

hell” (24). 

 Moss goes back to the scene of the drug deal and is pursued by armed men in trucks. 

 He escapes but is wounded in the shoulder 

Part II  

 Ed Tom remembers a time when he came across an old boy who was willing to “actually throw down on 

a law enforcement officer and open fire” (39). 

 Bell and Wendell find the stolen cruiser and the body of Bill Wyrick, Chigurh’s second victim 

 Bell learns of the murdered deputy, and tries to console Sheriff Lamar, who worries that they are 

“looking at something we really aint never seen before” (46). 

 Moss makes it home and tells Carla Jean she needs to leave town, that his truck will lead people to their 

trailer. 

 Chigurh toys with a gas station attendant, making him call a coin toss for a chance “to win everything” 

(56). 

 Chigurh meets two other men at the scene of the drug deal gone bad. He murders them both and takes 

the receiver (60-61). 

Part III  

 Ed Tom contemplates the pros and cons of technology and the parameters of his job. 

 Bell opines, “It takes very little to govern good people. Very little. And bad people cant be governed at 

all” (64). 

 Bell is called out to a car on fire. It’s Wyrick’s vehicle.  

 Bell and Wendell go out to the drug scene on horseback. They come to the conclusion that there has 

been more than one skirmish. 

 The autopsy report on Wyrick cannot determine what he was shot with because there was “no exit 

wound” (78). 



 Chigurh finds Moss’s trailer, breaks in and takes a phone bill with him. 

 Moss goes to Del Rio, gets a hotel room, and hides the satchel and the money in an AC duct. 

 Coming back from dinner, Moss notices that someone is in his room. He goes to a different hotel and 

then goes shopping for a gun and tent poles. 

Part IV  

 Ed Tom remember the early days of running for Sheriff. 

 He consider that he “was always lucky,” but the day he met his wife Loretta “was the luckiest” (91). 

 Bell and Wendell make it to Moss’s trailer and realize someone has already been there. 

 DEA agent McIntyre tries to come to grips with the scene that is the remnants of the drug deal gone bad 

(95-98). 

 Moss rents another room adjacent to his first and fishes out the satchel and money using tent poles and a 

hook made from coat hangers. 

 Chigurh breaks into Moss’s original room and kills the Mexicans who were there waiting for Moss, but 

he cannot find the money. 

 Bell realizes that Wyrick was killed with a cattle gun, explaining why there was not exit wound. 

 Moss checks into the Hotel Eagle and discovers the transponder in the stacks of money. 

 Moss hides and gets the drop on Chigurh as he comes into Moss’s room (112). 

 Moss is shot by Chigurh as he was trying to get away from the hotel.  

 Moss crosses the bridge into Mexico. 

 Chigurh, although wounded by Moss, does away with a number of bad guys in a vicious shootout in the 

street. 

Part V  

 Ed Tom contemplates the nature of truth. He ponders that it is something that “dont move about from 

place to place and it dont change from time to time” (124). 

 Ed Tom tracks down Carla Jean in Odessa. She is wary of the Sheriff and his questions, but she does 

share how she met Llewelyn some three years ago, married him soon after. 

 Carson Wells is hired by a man in a big office building to hunt down Chigurh. 

 Wells checks into the Hotel Eagle, and soon finds Moss in the hospital on the Mexican side of the bridge 

(148). 

 Wells tries to get Moss to realize that Chigurh will not make any deals, and that he is likely to go kill 

Carla Jean. 

Part VI  

 Ed Tom contemplates the changing times, and again speaks admiringly of his wife Loretta and her 

support for his unusual career situation (159). 

 Chigurh procures medical supplies and performs surgery on himself, holding up for a number of days to 

recover from the wound he suffered from Moss’s shot at the hotel. 

 Chigurh finds and kills Wells at the Hotel Eagle. 

 Moss talks to Chigurh on the phone. Chigurh offers to let Carla Jean live if Moss gives him the money 

back (184). 

 Moss leaves the hospital and heads back to the American side of the bridge. 

 Ed Tom finds the receiver at the Hotel Eagle. 

Part VII  

 Ed Tom talks about how much times have changed, using an old school survey to prove his point (198). 

 Chigurh finds and kills the man who hired Wells to kill him. 



 Chigurh goes to Carla Jean’s mother’s house, but they are already gone. 

 Moss retrieves the money and buys a truck and a Tec-9. 

 Moss picks up a young hitchhiker (211). 

 Carla Jean calls Sheriff Bell to tell him where Llewelyn is, but the phone is tapped and soon black 

Barracuda is headed towards Moss (214-15). 

Part VIII 

 Ed Tom considers how brazen the drug traffickers have become, even making homemade bombs out of 

mason jars and hand grenades (216-17). 

 Moss eats and chats with the hitchhiker. 

 The hitchhiker says, “I Was always lucky” (234). 

 Ed Tom makes it to Fort Stockton too late. Moss and the hitchhiker have both been killed (237). 

 Chigurh goes to Moss’s room and gets the money. Ed Tom just misses running into him.  

Part IX  

 Ed Tom complains of the futility of his situation, how ends up “lookin like a fool” trying to hunt 

Chigurh – “He’s a ghost” (248). 

 Chigurh returns what’s left of the money and offers his service to a man in a fancy office. 

 Carla Jean comes home from her mother’s funeral to find Chigurh waiting for her (254). 

 Chigurh tells Carla Jean to call a coin toss. She refuses, and he kills her (261). 

 Chigurh is in a bad collision and badly injured as he leaves Carla Jean’s mother’s house. 

 Bell visits Cousin Ellis and confesses that he did not deserve his medal from the wat, that when “you go 

into battle it’s a blood oath to look after the men with you and I dont know why I didn’t (278). 

Part X  

 Bell contemplates his medal, his dead daughter, and the unsolved case of the drug deal gone bad. 

 Bell gets a lead on the gun that was taken from Chigurh’s truck (286). 

 Bell talks to David DeMarco but get very little out of him. 

 Bell tracks down the other boy from the wreck and tries to make sense of it all. 

Part XI 

 Ed Tom goes and talks to Moss’s father, who says, “He was the best rifle shot I ever saw” (294). 

 Ed Tom tries to talk to a fugitive in prison, but still gets nowhere on Chigurh. 

 Ed Tom tells a lawyer, who is asking if he is looking for a phantom, “No, he’s out there. I wish he 

wasnt. But he is” (299). 

 Bell has a quiet moment with Loretta and the horses (302). 

Part XII 

 Bell again contemplates “where we’re headed,” that we are “bein bought with our own money” (303). 

 Bell leaves the courthouse for the last time. He is not just sad. “He felt like this before but not in a long 

time…he knew what it was. It was defeat” (306). 

Part XIII  

 Ed Tom relates a dream to Loretta. In the dream his father “was goin on ahead and that he was fixin to 

make a fire somewhere out there in all that dark and all that cold and I knew that whenever I got there he 

would be there” (309). 

 



 

QUOTES and COMMENTARY 

1. Early on in McCarthy’s novel, Sheriff Ed Tom claims, “Somewhere out there is a true and living prophet of 

destruction and I dont want to confront him. I know he is real.”  Clearly the sheriff is having doubts about 

his role as sheriff and his ability to keep his county safe, but even more than that, he knows that he cannot 

“put his soul at hazard” (4). 

 

2. “There had to be a last man standing,” Moss tells himself when he stumbles across the carnage that 

remained after the failed drug deal.  Much of McCarthy’s tale hinges on the idea of luck and fate, but here 

Moss makes the conscious decision to go find this last man, and the money, and sets in motion a series of 

events that will seal his fate, condemning him not to be the “last man standing” (15). 

 

3. Ed Tom says that he reads the papers every morning “just to try and figure out what might be headed this 

way,” but it “keeps getting harder” (40).  This is a common theme for Bell – and McCarthy – this idea of 

times changing for the worse, and the seemingly hopeless nature of this fight to stop what is coming. And, 

clearly, what is coming is not good. 

 

4. “Anything can be an instrument,” Chigurh tells the gas station proprietor after he saves his life by correctly 

guessing the toss of the coin. “Small things. Things you wouldn’t even notice….People don’t pay attention. 

And then one day there’s an accounting” (57). Clearly it is not just the coin – Chigurh, too, is an instrument. 

He is the accountant. He does the accounting. He is the angel of death, and he is as cold and heartless as the 

coin that just spared the proprietor’s life. It matters not at all the proprietor lived. And it would not have 

mattered any more – or less – if the coin had pointed in a different direction, down a different and harsher 

path. 

 

5. “I’m not sure we’ve seen these people before. Their kind,” Ed Tom muses. “I don’t know what to do about 

em even. If you killed em all they’d have to build a annex on to hell” (79). Again, the sheriff is struggling 

with the seeming futility of his job and the way times have changed. And, as much as some might think it is 

just Ed Tom getting old, it is clear that the nature of the beast, the audacity of the evil that is coming – or is 

already upon us – has indeed changed.  And, if a good man like Ed Tom is helpless against this evil, there 

does seem to be little hope for the rest of us. 

 

6. Ed Tom claims, “People complain about the bad things that happen to em that they dont deserve but they 

seldom mention the good. And what they done to deserve them things” (91). This is certainly true. We feel 

wronged by the bad that comes our way, but we always seem to think that we deserve the good that happens 

to fall in our laps. Perhaps it is just like Chigurh’s coin – a random chance – or simple dumb luck. No 

rhyme, no merit, just fate. 

 

7. According to Wells, Chigurh is “a peculiar man. You could even say that he has principles. Principles that 

transcend money or drugs or anything like that” (153). He is an enigma. And, sadly, this puts Moss at a 

distinct disadvantage. Chigurh is not susceptible to the temptations that so many men fall victim to. And he 

will not be reasoned with. There is nothing to discuss. Moss will have as much chance of dealing with 

Chigurh as he would have of persuading a spinning coin to land heads instead of tails. 

 

8. Ironically, it is Wells himself who tries to convince Chigurh of a different path, to take a bribe, to let him 

live. But Chigurh does not want Wells’ money – “it’s in the wrong currency” (173).  Again, one cannot 

bargain with Chigurh. One cannot bribe death. They both deal in the same currency. 

 



9. “If the rule you followed led you to this,” Chigurh asks Wells, “of what use was the rule?” (175). This query 

parallels many of Ed Tom’s musings. Why do the good suffer so? Why do bad men reap so much reward?  

Again, the cold randomness of it all seems to contradict what we have been taught – and what we so 

desperately want to believe.  The rule, the compass, appears to be askew. 

 

10. Ed Tom, having seen many examples of Chigurh’s brutal handiwork, is not quite sure what to make of the 

man he is hunting. “I dont think he’s a lunatic though,” Ed Tom admits (192).  And he is right. Chigurh is 

sane – clear and cunningly sane, which only adds to the horror that he poses. 

 

11. There is a recurring theme of chance in McCarthy’s novel, to be sure. The whims of fate and luck are seen 

many times throughout the encounters of all the characters, but there is also no ignoring the power of 

choice, of the existential despair that the responsibility of freedom of choice engenders. Moss sums this up 

succinctly when he tells the young hitchhiker that “yesterday is all that does count. What else is there? Your 

life is made up of the days it’s made out of. Nothin else” (227). Just as he made the choice to track down 

and take the money, she made the choice to get into his truck that fateful day. What one does decides one’s 

fate. 

 

12. Chigurh, too, despite his occasional coin tosses, echoes this existential idea. He explains it this way to Carla 

Jean: “Every moment in your life is a turning and every one a choosing. Somewhere you made a choice. All 

followed to this. The accounting is scrupulous. The shape is drawn. No line can be erased” (259).  Our 

choices are infinite, but as we choose we eliminate what might have been. We cannot go back, but we do 

choose, despite the fact that we  – like Carla Jean, and even Chigurh – cannot control the turn of the coin. 

 

13. Moss’s father explains to Ed Tom that some people claim the “it was Vietnam brought this country to its 

knees. But …it was just the icin on the cake” (294-95). He might just be right. It can often be difficult to 

discern the symptom from the illness, the cause from the result. 

 

14. Ed Tom considers the lure of the money, the temptation of Mammon (299), and asks, “What do we think is 

goin to come of that money? Money that can buy whole countries. It done has. Can it buy this one? I dont 

think so” (303). Unfortunately, Ed Tom is wrong. It has bought this country. And the cost is much much 

higher than the price tag on the drugs themselves. Again, we are dealing with a very different – and far more 

precious – currency. 

 

RESEARCH QUESTION(S) 

How much of our lives is subject to fate – how much can we actually choose? 

Are times getting worse, or do the older generations simply sing the same old song? 

Is there any way to stop the drug trade, or at least the violent nature of the drug trade? 

Might the drug problem not be the problem at all? Could the drug problem be a mere symptom of another more 

insidious issue? 

 

 

 

 



*Please note – Although this sample is based on a work of literature, and we do focus on, the basic format 

for this assignment – the outline, the quotes and commentary, and the tentative research question(s) – is 

basically the same.   

If you do this assignment well, you will have a clear and accurate recap of your book, some strong quotes 

and commentary (with accurate citations of page numbers), AND a good question (or questions) to help 

guide your future research. 

 


