
Mosley High School 

ENGLISH 1 HONORS SUMMER READING
The English department welcomes you to your freshman year! This

year we will be allowing students to choose a book for summer reading
with some parameters (see below). However, because you get to

choose the book, does not mean summer reading is optional because it
is not. We will use what you learn from your summer work to complete

several assignments at the beginning of the year. Your friends might
tell you that this reading is optional, but it is not!! All English 1 Honors
students must do summer reading. If you have questions concerning

summer reading work, please feel free to contact Mrs. Harless at
harlejl@bay.k12.fl.us.

WHAT TO DO:
 

1.) CHOOSE A BOOK! Your book must be no fewer than 200 pages. It also must
be a book that is on grade level for a freshman in high school and that you
have not read previously. I have included some books that you might find
interesting, but you are not required to choose one from my list. Most
importantly, think about what interests you and choose a book based on
that. You will be writing an essay about this book, so choose something with
some depth. 
 
2.) Enjoy the book!! As you read, be an active reader. Look for things you
think might be important, especially detailed, unforgettable, insightful or
exciting. Take notes as you read. Those notes may help you later when doing
assignments related to the book.
 
3.) Complete the double entry journal attached. Answer in complete
thoughts. Again, this will help you later when you are writing your paper, so
be thoughtful in your responses. The double entry journal attached, will be
due on the first day of school, so come prepared.



Books You Might Enjoy
Here are some books that are on grade level and are great books.
Remember, you DO NOT have to choose one of these books, they

are just some students have liked in the past. 

The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak (2006) - A young girl living in Nazi Germany during
World War II steals books and shares them with neighbors as well as with the Jewish
refugee hiding in her foster family's basement.
The Poisonwood Bible, by Barbara Kingsolver (1998) - A Baptist family travels to
the Belgian Congo in 1959 for missionary work, kicking off this sprawling story told over
three decades in Africa.
The Things They Carried, by Tim O'Brien (1990) - Vietnam veteran O'Brien based
this stirring collection of intertwined short stories on his own war experience.
The Lovely Bones, by Alice Sebold (2002) - A murdered teenager watches from the
afterlife as her family struggles to deal with her death and her father hunts for her killer.
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, by Mark Haddon (2003) - The
novel's 15-year-old narrator with an autism spectrum condition is also its protagonist,
searching to unravel the mysterious death of a neighborhood pup.
Friday Night Lights, by H.G. Bissinger (1990) - A year in the life of the Permian
Panthers high school football team illuminates the lives of residents in a tiny, football-
obsessed Texas town.
The Perks of Being a Wallflower, by Stephen Chbosky (1999) - This is the story of
what it's like to grow up in high school. More intimate than a diary, Charlie's letters are
singular and unique, hilarious and devastating. We may not know where he lives. We
may not know to whom he is writing. All we know is the world he shares. Caught
between trying to live his life and trying to run from it puts him on a strange course
through uncharted territory.
Life of Pi, by Yann Martel (2001) - After a cargo ship full of zoo animals sinks at sea,
an Indian boy is trapped on a lifeboat with a Bengal tiger — or is he? A meditation on,
among other things, religion and spirituality and how they fit into modern life. Winner of
the 2002 Booker Prize.
The Secret Life of Bees, by Sue Monk Kidd (2002) - During the civil rights movement
of the mid-'60s, a young white Southern girl goes on the lam with her family's African
American housekeeper, hoping to solve the mystery of the mother who abandoned
her.


