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AP LANG AND AICE GENERAL PAPER
SUMMER READING

The English department welcomes you to your junior year! This year
we will be allowing students to choose a book for summer reading with
some parameters (see below). However, because you get to choose the
book, does not mean summer reading is optional because it is not. We
will use what you learn from your summer work to complete several
assignments at the beginning of the year. Your friends might tell you

that this reading is optional, but it is not!! All 11th grade students must
do summer reading. If you have questions concerning summer reading

work, please feel free to contact Mrs. Harless at 
harlejl@bay.k12.fl.us.

WHAT TO DO:
 

1.) CHOOSE A BOOK! Your book must be no fewer than 250 pages. It also must
be a book that is on grade level for a junior in high school and that you have
not read previously. I have included some books that you might find
interesting or that might be helpful in the class you will take your junior
year, but you are not required to choose one from my list. Most importantly,
think about what interests you and choose a book based on that. You will be
writing an essay about this book, so choose something with some depth. 
 
2.) Enjoy the book!! As you read, be an active reader. Look for things you
think might be important, especially detailed, unforgettable, insightful or
exciting. Take notes as you read. Those notes may help you later when doing
assignments related to the book.
 
3.) Complete the double entry journal attached. Answer in complete
thoughts. Again, this will help you later when you are writing your paper, so
be thoughtful in your responses. The double entry journal attached, will be
due on the first day of school, so come prepared.



Books You Might Enjoy

Here are some books that are on grade level and are great books.
Remember, you DO NOT have to choose one of these books, they

are just some students have liked in the past. 

The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak (2006) - A young girl living in Nazi Germany during World
War II steals books and shares them with neighbors as well as with the Jewish refugee hiding
in her foster family's basement.
The Poisonwood Bible, by Barbara Kingsolver (1998) - A Baptist family travels to the
Belgian Congo in 1959 for missionary work, kicking off this sprawling story told over three
decades in Africa.
The Long Walk: A Story of War and the Life That Follows  - Brian Castner served three
tours of duty in the Middle East, two of them as the commander of an Explosive Ordnance
Disposal unit in Iraq. Days and nights he and his team—his brothers—would venture forth in
heavily armed convoys from their Forward Operating Base to engage in the nerve-racking yet
strangely exhilarating work of either disarming the deadly improvised explosive devices that
had been discovered, or picking up the pieces when the alert came too late. But The Long
Walk is not just about battle itself. It is also an unflinching portrayal of the toll war exacts on
the men and women who are fighting it.
The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair That Changed
America, by Erik Larson (2004) - Erik Larson—author of #1 bestseller In the Garden of
Beasts—intertwines the true tale of the 1893 World's Fair and the cunning serial killer who
used the fair to lure his victims to their death. Combining meticulous research with nail-biting
storytelling, Erik Larson has crafted a narrative with all the wonder of newly discovered history
and the thrills of the best fiction.
The Omnivore's Dilemma, by Michael Pollan -The Omnivore's Dilemma: A Natural History
of Four Meals is a nonfiction book written by American author Michael Pollan published in
2006. In the book, Pollan asks the seemingly straightforward question of what we should have
for dinner.
Unbroken, by Laura Hillenbrand (2010) - As a boy, Louis "Louie" Zamperini is always in
trouble, but with the help of his older brother, he turns his life around and channels his
energy into running, later qualifying for the 1936 Olympics. When World War II breaks out,
Louie enlists in the military. After his plane crashes in the Pacific, he survives an incredible 47
days adrift in a raft, until his capture by the Japanese navy. Sent to a POW camp, Louie
becomes the favorite target of a particularly cruel prison commander.
 
 


